


“Everything is made known in time”
Rabelais

Here are dates, ranged in order of battle like lead soldiers, the
only kind that win every war. Here are facts, immobile sentries
marking pathways across the high plateaux of history and through
the secret forests of memory. For some people though, perhaps
even for many, there are areas out of bounds, blank spaces on the
map. Days past are out of fashion; today is scarcely tolerated. We
address ourselves resolutely and exclusively to the future. Ever
fewer people dare to look back, fearing that like Lot’s wife they
will see Sodom in flames and find themselves turned to pillars of
salt, unable to enjoy anticipated pleasures. The cold eyes of the
masters of the second millenium are fixed rigidly on the rising
curve of tomorrow’s cash flow. Yet what a mistake this near-total
denial can be! To carve time into slices! Time is not meat for
carving; it is marble and brass, it is the foundation on which stand
the present and the future. History is memory, said Jankélévitch;
and memory is identity. A proper archive gives any company a
cultural dimension and a personality. The past determines the
image of a marque just as it does of a civilisation, through the
development of speculative concepts into motoring legends. As for
the rest, periods of time are not as fundamental as you might
think. I was, I am, or I will be is a question of grammar. The verb
remains the same and lies at the root of the fundamental, the
Shakespearian question of existence. Yesterday is like a tree hung
about with names, hearts, dates, interwoven so that you need to
know how to decipher the setbacks and successes of a life. If we set
them in a certain order it is not to conceal things but to make them
more obvious. For this stands as evidence. It is not concerned with
watching history pass by and expire, as Des Esseintes watched his
tortoise with the jewelled shell crawl until it died, worn out by a
splendid but heavy load of scintillating memories. Nor is it
concerned with Alexandre Vialatte’s nostalgic question: “Dora,
Dora, do you remember old King Lear and his garrel-organ?” Nor
yet does it bother with the momentary pleasures of fond remem-
brances. Its task is to make a tradition better known, to explore its
basis, to establish the logical sequence of development. How, for
example, can you understand the design of the BX if you ignore
the Traction and the DS? Everything dynamic implies continuity:
there must be a future for anyone who wants something next. You
cannot safely drive the motor industry time-machine without a
rear-view mirror.

Jacques Wolgensinger




THE TWENTIES

1919
THE ENVIRONMENT

President of the Republic:
Raymond Poincaré (1913-1920).
Law of collective bargaining.
Working day fixed at 8 hours.
Pcace Conference in Paris. League
of Nations founded. Treaty of Ver-
sailles signed.

In Germany, foundation of the
Weimar Republic. Civil war in
Russia. Foundation of the 2nd In-
ternational. Prohibition comes into
force in the USA,

First tentative steps towards link-
ing continents by road and by air.

Proust publishes “Seascape with
a Frieze of Girls”. Abel Gance
directs a film version of “J'Ac-
cuse”, Beginnings of surrealist
cinema with Robert Weine's
“Cabinet of Doctor Caligari”. The
Bauhaus, directed by Walter Gro-
pius, is established in Weimar.

THE COMPANY

André Citroén, inspired by

| American example, imports mod-

ern industrial working methods to
France, allowing him to manufac-
ture strong and economical cars in
large numbers.

Beginning in 1916, Citroén pre-
pares to convert his munitions fac-
tory on the Quai de Javel in Paris
for this purpose. By the end of 1919
it is producing thirty cars a day.

Born on 5th February 1878,
André Citroén had already found-

ed in 1913, twelve vears after his
graduation from the Ecole
Polytechnique, the Citroén Gear
Company at the Quai de Grenelle
in Paris. The teeth on his gears took
the form of chevrons, in order to
work smoothly, quictly and effi-
ciently: this shape became the
cmblem of the marque and, in styl-
ised form, remains so.

Some 2,810 cars were built dur-
ing 1919.

THE MODELS

The Type A, Citroén’s first pro-
duction car, appeared in June. It
was the first European car to be
mass-produced. and the first low-
cost car to be sold fully equipped:
¢lectric starter and lighting, hood,
spare wheel and tvre, etc. It is the
first French car with left-hand
drive. It is also the first car deliber-
ately designed 1o reach the popular
market, Its launch price of 7,950
Francs is exceptionally low by the
standards of the time. The Type A
is powered by a 1,327 cc, d-cylinder
engine, extremely cconomical, us-
ing only 7.5 litres of petrol per 100
km (38mpg). It produces 18bhp at
2,100rpm, drives through a three-
speed gearbox and is rated at 8CV,
It easily manages 65 km/hour
(40mph) on the level and is built as
a 3-door, 3/4 seat “Torpedo™, 3-
door, 3/4 seat saloon and Coupe de
Ville. Between May 1919 and De-
cember 1931, 24,093 examples of
the Type A arc made.

At the end of the year, the first
light commercial vehicle appears: a
flatbed truck with a 300 kg payload,
built on the Type A chassis.

1920
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THEENVIRONMENT

Alexandre Millerand becomes
President of -the Republic (1920-
1924). The Sveialists and Commun-
ists split at the Congress of Tours,

First regular daily radio hroad-
casts take place in Great Britain.

Charlie Chaplin makes “The
Kid”.

THE COMPANY

Citroén wins the fuel economy
grand prix at Le Mans, and its fame
rapidly spreads. As a result, the
rate of production is speeded up,
By the end of the year 15,000
Citrogns are on the road.

The year’s production totals
12,244 vchicles.
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1921 -
| R
THE ENVIRONMENT

In Russia, collapse of the econo-
mic system of “communism of
war”; adaption of the New Political
Economy (NEP); sailors’ revolt at
Kranstadt.

First electre refrigerator enters
production on the USA. Best and
Banting diseover insulin at the Uni-
versity of Toronto. Einstein re-
cefves the Nobel Prize for physics.
The writer Karel Capek invents the
word “robot™.

Freud publishes his “Essays on
Psycho-Analvsis”, Pirandello his
play “Six Characters in Search of an
Author”. Buster Keaton makes his
first films.

THE COMPANY

Stocks of spare parts arc created
throughout France for the conveni-
ence of Citroén owners.

Citroén becomes known in
others markets, cxporting about
3,000 cars during 1921.

Total production for the year
10,933 vehicles.

THE MODELS

In June, the B2 replaces the
Type A, and is likewise completely
equipped as standard. More
powerful engine, of 1,452 cc and 20
bhpat 2,100 rpm, three-speed gear-
box, 9 CV, 72 km/hour (45 mph)
and 8 litres/100 km (35 mpg). The
B2 achieves rapid success thanks to
its strength and economy. Between
May 1921 and July 1926, 89,841 ex-
amples are built. '

The Type A Sport, a short-series
de luxe “Torpedo™ with an elegant-
ly lowered 4-seat body, had been
presented in April 1920, It had a
1,452 cc engine with light alloy pis-
tons, producing 22 bhp at 2,100
pm, three speed gearbox, 9CV, 75
knvhour (47 mph) and 8.5 litres/
100 km (33 mpg). Between April
1920 and December 1921, 671 Type
A sports were built.

The half-tracks, developed from
the standard Types A and B2, arc
equipped with Citroén-Kégresse-
Hinstin transmission, With 1,452 cc
engine, 20 bhp at 2,100 rpm, three
speed gearbox and twin rear drive
tracks. Three different types:
“snow”, which enjoyed great suc-
cess, and “raid” and “all terrain”.
The half-tracks powered by the B2
cngine (1,134 examples werc built
in all) carricd out the first vehicle
crossing of the Sahara and were
used in the Croisiére Noire.
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THEENVIRONMENT

' Foundation of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, Stalin
becomes General of the

Communist party. Following the
March on Rome, Mussolini takes
power in Haly, Foundation of the
Irish Free State. Great Britain
grants independence to the King-
dom of Egypt.

Discovery of Tutankhamun’s
tomb in Egypt.

Publication of James Joyce’s
“Ulysses”. Fitzgerald writes “The
Beautiful and the Damned”, Mar-
tin du Gard begins the “Thibault”
saga which he finally completes in
1940. Victor Margueritte writes
“La Gargonne”, inspired by the
womens' emancipation movement,
and creates a scandal. Alban Berg
composes ‘Wozzeck™, using the
twelve-note scale,

THE COMPANY

The Levallois factory, in the
Paris district, was leased by Citroén
from Clément Bayard at the end of
1921, and now begins to produce
the famous “Cloverleaf” 5 CV Tor-
pedo, as well as the half-tracks used

_ for the Croisiere Noire and the

Crosiere Jaune. Levallois is also
used to produce replacement parts,
body accessories and ball-bearings.

Credit sales. with repayments,
spread over 12 or 18 months, are
pioneered. These new and attrac-
tive arrangements greatly contri-
bute to the popularisation of the
motor car in France.

Citroén gives France a stock of
150,000 panels bearing the com-
pany name, for use in overhauling
and improving signposting

throughout the country.
On the opening day of
the 7th Paris Motor
Show, Citroén's name is
skywritten, 5 km long,
by an aircraft over Paris.
The year’s production
totals 21,025 vehicles.
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THE MODELS

In October, the Caddy is
announced: the first “sports™ car
developed from a standard produc-
tion model. A lighter, more power-
ful version of the B2, it is powered
by a 1,452 cc engine with light alloy |
pistons, developing 22 bhp at 2,100
rpm, rated at 9 CV. Tt achieves 90
km/hour (56 mph) thanks to its
greater power and redesigned
bodywork. Some 226 Caddies are
built between July 1922 and Octo-
ber 1925.

Using the chassis and mechanical
components of the B2, the
“Boulangeére” (fixed head) and
“Normande' (open top) light




THE TWENTIES

trucks 10,856 examples are built be-
tween November 1922 and Decem-
ber 1925.

The 5 CV Type Cis presented at
the Paris Motor Show. The model
is mostly painted vellow, hence its
popular nickname “petite citron”,
Its engine is just 856 cc, 11 bhp at
2,100 rpm, 5CV. Three-speed box,
60 km/hour (36 mph), S litres/100
km (57 mpg). Extremcly ccono-
mical, it marks the true beginning
of the motor car’s “democratisa-
tion”; it is so easy 1o drive and to
look after that it becomes the first
“ladies car”, and no fewer than
80,759 are built between March
1922 and December 1926.

1923

(R AR T e RS
THE ENVIRONMENT
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stages a coup d'etat and a dicta-
torship is installed. The last Turkish
Suitan is deposed by Mustafa Kem-
al “Ataturk™ who becomes the first
President of the Turkish republic,
Major earthquake in Japan kills
three muillion.

The first Le Mans 24 houwrs race
is held. The first traffic lights arc
installed in Paris (at the Strasbourg-
Samnt Denis cross-roads).

Colette’s “‘Blé en Herhe”’
appears. Radiguel publishes “Le
Diable au Corps™ at the age of 17.
Monet finishes painting “Les Nym-
pheas™ while Picasso paints “Arle-
quin”.

THE COMPANY

The Saint-Charles factory, in
Paris” 15th District, comes into op-
eration to manufacturc and assem-
ble 5 CV gearboxes.

Installation in the Quai de Javel
factory of the first production con-

veyor, 49 metres long, producing
100 cars a day.

Production reaches 3,500 vehi-
cles a month and there are 11,000
employees.

A British subsidiary, Citroén
Cars Ltd., is formed in London.

The half-tracks carry out the first
vehicle crossing of the Sahara: be-
tween December 1922 and Febru-
ary 1923, the mission led by Haardt
and Audouin Dubreuil completes
the journcy from Algiers to Tim-
buktu.

Citroén publishes a list of repair
prices.

The year’s production totals
32.678 vehicles.

THE MODELS

André Citroén begins the manu-
facture of toy cars, faithful minia-
tures of “the one Daddy drives”.
The first model is of the 10 HP B2
Torpedo. Between 1923 and 1933,
2,033,369 models are sold.

1924
P
THE ENVIRONMENT

Gaston Doumerguc (1924-

Death of Lenin. Great Bri-
tain, ltaly and France officially
recogrise the USSR.

SHARITANY AN i\
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Louis de Broglie formulates the
principles of wave mechanics. The
world’s first motorway is opened
between Milan and Varese in Italy.

André Breton publishes his
“Premier Manifestc du Sur-
réalisme”, and Thomas Mann
“The Magic Mountain™. Louis For-
ton’s strip cartoon “Bibi Fricotin®
appears in the Petit Illustré. Ger-
shwin composes “Rhapsody in
Blue”, and Ravel “le Tzganc”.
Cecil B. de Mille directs “The Ten
Commandments™; Disney Studios
Is founded in Hollywood.

THE COMPANY

The Saint-Ouen factory, in the
Paris region, begins operations as
Citroén adopts the first “all-steel”
body construction for the B12. Spe-
cialising in the cold-stamping of
small components in large num-
bers, the factory is equipped with
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250 presscs of up to 1,400-ton
capacity. '

Towards the end of the year, the
Epinettes factory, an annexc of
Saint-Oucn, comes into operation
for the making and treatment of
springs. )

André Citroén, convinced of the
world-wide appeal of the motor
car, lays down the basis for an inter-
national network of subsidiaries in
Brussels, Amsterdam, Cologne,
Milan, Geneva and Copenhagen;
17,000 vehicles are exported during
1924,

Citroén rencews the Paris taxi
fleet, and sets up a company to run
high-speed inter-city bus routes.

The Société Anonyme Auto-
mobiles Citroén is founded with a
capital of 100 million Francs, for
the manufacture of motor vehicles,

Production rate rcaches 300
vehicles a day and the year’s output
is 55,387 vehicles.

THE MODELS

In October Citroén presents the
B10, based on the chassis and
mechanical components of the B2
but with the first all-steel body
which replaces conventional mixed
wood-and-steel construction. The
new body is made of cold-pressed
panels welded together and offers
much better resistance to impact.
The saloon displaces the Torpedo
(which had accounted for 80 per-
cent of production since 1919).
Starting with the B10, all new Cit-

“Yroéns are of all-metal construction.

Its engine its 1,452 cc, 20 bhp at
2,100 rpm, 9 CV. Thiee-
speed pearbox, 70 km/hour
(43 mph), B litres/100 km
(35 mpg). Between Octo-
ber 1924 and December
1925, 17,259 B10s are built.

The 5 CV “Citroénette”
pedal-car is launched for
childen.

1925
I~ i SIS N
THE ENVIRONMENT

Janeiro anc cnos Aires. The
Latécoére Company begins its air
services Toulouse-Alicante-Algiers
and Casablanca-Dakar. Heisen-
berg, Bom and Jordan study the
principles of quantum mechanics.
Staudinger establishes the basis of
macromolecular chemistry.

First internatinal cxhibition of
the Decorative Arts in Pans. Dia-
ghilev’s ballets achieve success.
Ravel compuoses ihe opera “L'En-
fant et les Sortiléges” based on a




short story by Colette. André Gide
writes his “Counterfeiiers”, Fitz-
gerald publishes “The Great Gats-
by” and Kafka's “The Trial”
appears. Chaplin’s “Gold Rush”
and Eisenstein’s ““Battleship
Potemkin™ are produced.

THE COMPANY

Citroén continucs to shape and
develop his dealer network in
France, the first one of its kind fully
to merit the name: the 200 dealers
of 1919 have become the 3,000 of
1925,

Subsidiary companics are estab-
lished in Madrid and Algiers.

The forging department at
Clichy, in the Paris area, comes into
operation, Itis, in its day, an excep-
tionally advanced metal-working
facility: its fifty machines make it
the largest single forge in Europe.

Haardt and Audouin-Dubreuil
lead their sccond mission, the
Croisiere Noire. Between October
1924 and July 1925, the 16 men and
eight half-tracks of thc Citroén
Central African Expedition travel
from Colomb-Béchar to Tananar-
ivo, a journey of 20,000 kilometres
in the service of scientific study.

From 1925 until 1934, Citroén’s
name was displayed in lights on the
Eiffel Tower, in letters 30 metres

high, using 250,000 light bulbs and
600 kilometres of electric flex.

The year’s production totals
61,487 vehicles.

THE MODELS

In October, the all-steel B12 is
announced. Its engine is 1,452 ce,
20bhp at 2,100 rpm, 9 CV; 3-speed
gearbox, 75 kmvhour (47 mph), 8.5
Litres/100 km (33 mpg). s main
innovation: four-whecl brakes. The
first dual-purpose vehicle, the B12
Torpedo Commerciale with a 1,000
kg useful load, four doors and a
rear hatch. From October 1925 to
January 1927, 38,381 B 12s (includ-
ing commercials) are built.

In October, with the installation
of a third central seat at the rear,
the 5 CV becomes the popular
“Cloverleaf” with 856 cc cngine, 11
bhp at 2,100 rpm, 5 CV, three-
speed gearbox, 60 km/hour (36
mph), 7 litres/100 km (40 mpg).

1926

THEENVIRONMENT

Germany becomes a member of
the League of Nations. Military dic-
tatorship installed in Portugal.
Hirohito becomes Emperor of

Japan.
5

The Americans Byrd and Floyd
Bennet reach the North Pole by air.
The first liquid-tuel rocket is tested
in the USA. The first sound film is
made in an American studio, Alan
Crosland’s “Don Juan™,

Mistinguctt is universally
admired; Joséphine Baker is a suc-
cess in the “Revue Negre»». Louis
Armstrong, inspired by New
Orleans, founds the “Ifot Five”
Jazz group. Bernanos® “Sous le
Soleil de Satan” and Montherland’s
“Les Bestiaires™. In the cinema,
Frtz Lang’s “Metropolis” is the
pioneer of science fiction.

THE COMPANY

To meet the need for an ever-
growing production rate, Citroén
adopts Taylor’s method of making
cach factory a specialised plant.

The Grenelle factory, in Paris’
15th District, comes into operation
making front axles and final drive
assemblies for the new Bl4,

A complete factory, including re-
search laboratory, is put at the dis-
posal of the technical and quality
control office.

Publication of the first standard
service and repair manual for use
by dealers, and of a replacement
parts list. Citroén develops the
practice of exchanging standard
mechanical parts.

An animated model, intented for
children, proves just as interesting
to adults: it measures 15 m by 2 m
and shov 5 the assembly facilitics in
the Jvel factory. Itis the prefude to
Citroen’s imminent introduction of
guided tours with commentary.

B22M(75




THE TWENTIES

The first Belgian car assembly
plant comes into operation at
Brussels-Forest, producing the 5
CV, B12 and B14, while a second
new factory in Slough, England —
considered to be one of the most
modern is the country — begins
body production and assembly of
the 5 CV Cloverleaf.

Another factory in Cologne,
Germany, assembles the B14, C4
and C6, while yet another in Milan,
Italy assembles the 5 CV
Cloverleaf, C4 and C6.

The year’s production amounts
to 50,854 vehicles.

THE MODELS

The B14 is announcéd at the
Paris Motor Show in October. Its
1,539 cc engine produces 22bhp at
2 300 rpm. is rated at 9 CV. Three-
speed gearbox, 80 km/hour (50
mph), 8.5 litres/100 km (33 mpg).
The B14 is a mass-market car with
luxury equipment (modern and
completely equipped dashboard
with indirect highting, etc.). It be-
comes known as “The Indefatig-
able” and proves one of the great
motoring success stories of the
between-war years. It is built us a
saloon, a light commercial, a 2-seat
or 4-seat convertible, a 2-door, 4-
seat “coach”, six-light limousine
and 7-seat “familiale”,

In September, the B15 is
announced: the first French utility
vehicle with. a closed cabin, based
on Bl14 mechanical components
and offering 1,000 kg payload. Bet-
ween September 1926 and August
1928, 12,566 B15s are made.

Of the 600,000 vehicles now on
French roads, 175,000 are
Citroéns.

1927

THE ENVIRONMENT

Civil war breaks out in China.
Mao Tse-Tung creates the P0pufar
LiberationArmy.

Beginning of trans-oceanic radio
communication. Creation of the
Compagnie € énérale de I'Acros-
patiale in'| The American
Charles Lmdbcrgh tlies the Atlan-
tic solo in the “Spirit of St. Louis”,
covering 5,809 km in 33 hours and
30 minutes. He says he used the
illuminated Eiffel Tower as a
beacon; André Citroén organises a
reception at the Javel factory and
6,000 workers acclaim the flyver.
Germany begins to build a major
network of roads for fast, long-
distance travel.

Mac Orlan writes “Quai des
Brumes', and Mauriac his
“Thérése Desqueyroux™. Mon-
drian paints his “Composition in
Red, Yellow and Blue”. Abel
Gance produce the film “Napo-
féon”.

E—— THE COMPANY

The Gutenberg factory, in Paris’
15th District, comes into operation
building engines and gearboxes.

Subsidiary companies are set up
in Lisbon and Tunis.

The total area of all Citroén fac-
tories, in France and abroad, is
762,000 m* and the number of
workers is 31,000. The production
rate reaches 400 vehicles per day,
unprecedented in
Europe, and allows vehi-
cle prices to be substan-
tially reduced.




During the Paris Motor Show.
André Citroén organiscs immense-
ly successtul public tours of his fac-
tories.

The total number of Citroéns in
use reaches 319,074, the year's pro-
duction amounts to 76,077 vehicles.

THE MODELS

In March, the B14 is replaced by
the B14F with the engine streng-
thened and with four-wheel brakes
with vacuum servo assistance.
From September 1926 to Decem-
ber 1927, 60,526 examples of the
B14 and B14F arc made.

At the Paris Motor Show, the
B14G replaces the B14F, with
1,539 cc engine of 22 bhp at 2,300
rpm, rated at 9 CV. Three-speed
gearbox, 80 km/hour (50 mph), 8.5
litres/100 km (33 mpg). Built as a
“Torpedo™, saloon and converti-
ble. From September 1927 to Octo-
ber 1928, some 59,391 B14Gs arc
built.

In December the B18 appears, a
special version of the B14G with
wider track. From December 1927
to August 1928, 5,707 B18s are
built.

The B14 taxi replaces taxi ver-
sions of the A and the B2. Engine
1,539 cc, 22 bhp at 2,300 rpm, 9
CV. Three-speed gearbox, 80 km/

circulation French papers (with a
total circulation of 15 million) to
publicise his factories.

The year’s production amounts
to 72,356 vehicles.,

THE MODELS

The B14G Caddy, a 3-seat “Tor-
pedo Sport™, is based on the chassis
and mechanical components of the
standard car but offers better per-
formance.

The Paris Motor Show sees the
cmergence of the C4 to replace the
B14G. The chassis and engine are
new, and stronger. The engine, of
1,628 ce, produces 30 bhp at 3,000
rpm, and is rated at 10 CV. Three-
speed gearbox: 90 knvhour (36
mph), 8.8 litres/100 km (32 mpg).
Built as a Torpedo, 4-seat saloon,

hour (50 mph), 85 Titres/100 km [

(33 mpg). Three types of body are
offered: limousine, saloon and con-
vertible, Most are painted yellow
and black; 4,659 are cventually
built,

1923

THE ENVIRONMENT

Devaluation of the Eranc by 80
percent: the hoiders of bonds and
annuities purchased before 1914
are ruined. Social secarity laws in-
troduced. '

Alexander Fleming discovers
penicillin. "Einstcin publishes his
unified-field theory. The German,
Kurt Stille, invenis magnetic tape.

The first “talking” film, Bryan
Foy’s “Lights of New York™.
Buriuel works with Dali on a pro-
ducijon of “Un Chicn Andalou”,
The British middle-class is shocked
by Lawrence’s “Lady Chatterley’s
Lover™. Ravel presents his new bal-
Iet “Bolero” at the Paris Opéra.

THE COMPANY

Citroén’s factories employ
30,000 workers, have a total pro-
duction capacity of 1,000 vchicles a
day, have 14 distributors in France
and North Africa, a service net-
work of 5,000 dealers in France, 10
subsidiary companies and four fac-
tories in other countries. Theirsales
overseas represent 45 percent of all
French motor industry exports.

Once a month, André Citroén
buys the back page of the largest-

6-seat limousine, 6-seat familiale,
2-seat or 4-seat convertible, pro-
duction of the C4 runs to 139,835
examples from Septernber 1928 to
December 1930.

At the same Paris Show in Octo-
ber, the C6 appears, the first pro-
duction Citroén with a six-cylinder
engine, of 2,442 cc producing 45
bhp at 3,000 rpm, rated at 14 CV.
Three-speed gearbox, 105 km/hour
(65 mph), 14 litres/100 km (20
mpg). Its design is essentially that
of an American car execuled in a
French style. Built as a saloon or a
4-seat convertible, production runs
to 11,521 examples by December
1929.

In January the C16 is launched, a
light truck devcloped from the
C6F, powered by the Cé engine but
with a 4-speed gearbox and a
payload of 1,800 kg, Between Janu-
ary and August 1928, 1,246 exam-
ples are built.

1929

THEENVIRONMENT

“Black Thursday’ on Wall
Strect and the collapse of the New
York Stock Exchange mark the be-
ginning of a serfous world econo-
mic crisis. The Lateran Treaty bet-

7

THE COMPANY

ween the Holy See and Italy marks
the establishment of the Vatican
City as an independent state.

Mermoz and Guillaumet inaugu-
rate the official Santiago-Buenos
Aires airmail service. Admiral
Byrd flies over the South Pole. The
physicist Felix Bloch formulates the
theory of semiconductors. which
will lead to the eventual develop-
ment of the transistor. Hans Berger
perfects the electroencephalo-
graph. Forssman invents the heart
probe,

Claudel publishes his plays “Ie
Soulier de Satin”, Cocteau his “En-
fant Terribles™, Faulkner, “The
Sound and the Fury™ and Heming-
way, “A Farewell to Arms”. Hergé
draws the first of many Tintin
books: “Tintin in Russia™.

During the Paris Motor Show,
Citroén again organises *“‘open-
door days” at the Quai de Javel
factory.

The year’s production reaches
102,891 vehicles.

THE MODELS

In April, the C6E appears, 7 cm
longer than the original C6 and
proportionately wider. Bumpers
and safety glass are fitted as stan-
dard. The engine is 2,442 cc, 42 bhp
at 3,000 rpm, 14 CV. Three-spced
gearbox. 105 km/hour (65 mph), 14
litres/100 km (20 mpg). Production
of the C6E reaches 5,000 by De-
cember 1929,

In September appears the C6F,
even wider and more spacious, bet-
ter equipped and better finished.
Engine 2,442 cc, 45 bhp at 3,000
rpm, 14 CV; 105 km/hour (65

" mph), 14 litres/100 km (20 mpg).

Production of the C6F runs to
37.119 between September 1929
and July 1931.

The C61 is also launched, as the
first French high-speed truck.
Payload 1,800 kg, 6-cylinder engine
from the C6F, 42 bhp, total laden
weight 3,800 kg and completely en-
closed all-steel cab.




THE THIRTIES

1930

an biologist Thomas
Hunt Morgan proves the basis of
the laws of heredity. First non-stop
flight from Paris to New York by
Costes and Bellonte, 6,200 knin 37
hours 17 minutes in their “Point
d’Interrogation”. Electricity supply
for the French country districts. In-
troduction of loudspeaker radio re-
ceiver.

Cocteau produces his first film
“Le sang d'un poéte”. Bufiuel and
Dali collaborate in “L’Age d'or’”;
Chaplin makes “City Lights"”, and
Sternberg ““The Bluc Angel”. Walt
Disncy creates Mickey Mouse.

THE COMPANY

A foundry section is established
alongside the forging plant at
Clichy.

A subsidiary company, Norsk
Citroén A/S, is founded in Oslo,
Norway.

The year’s production amounts
to 77,788 vehicles.

THE MODELS

The C4 commercial is launched,
a light van with a 500 kg payload.
Its 1,628 cc engine produce 30 bhp
at 3,000 rpm, is rated at 9 CV,

Maximum speed 9% km/hour (56
mph), 8.8 litres/100 kin (33 mpg).
Developed from the C4 Familiale,
this model is equipped with folding
back scats and a two-section rcar
door.

At the Paris Motor Show the
C4F replaces the C4 through
retaining the same bodywork shor-
tened by 7 cm. The 1,628 cc engine
is mounted on four rubber blocks;
30 bhp at 3,000 rpm, 9 CV. The
carburettor, clutch and three-speed
gearbox are new; 90 km/hour (56
mph), 9 litres/100 km (31 mpg).
Limousine and familiale versions
are built on a wider chassis. Bet-
ween September 1930 and July

ATE,
cosyEs ol BELLOTLE

1931, some 47,576 examples arc
built.

The payload of the C61 truck is
raised to 2,000 kg and the total
weight to 4,000 kg.

1931

THEENVIRONMEN

vade Mandi

Colonial
French avia )
perish in their “Trait d'Union”,
crashing in the Urals while attemp-
ting a Paris-Tokyo flight.

THE COMPANY

The Société Anonyme des
Transports Citroén is founded.

The year's production is 68,437
vehicles.

THE MODELS

Citroén presents the C6 CGL in
February, a true luxury model
which wins a number of concours
d’elegance. It mechanical specifica-
tion is as distinguished as its body-
work: 2,650 cc, 6-cvlinder in-line
engine of high output, 50 bhp at

3.200 rpm, 15 CV. Three-speed
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gearbox, 103 km/hour (64 mph), 14
litres/100 km (20 mpg).

The CAF taxi, built on the wider
CAF chassis of 1930, replaces the
Bi14. Engine 1,628 cc, 30 bhp at
3,000 rpm, 9 CV. Three-speed
gearbox, 90 km/hour (56 mph), 9
litres/100 km (31 mpg), 4-scat
limousine style.

At the Paris Motor Show, the
better-finished C4G replaces the
CAF. Engine now 1,767 cc, 32 bhp
at 2,700 rpm, 10 CV. Three-speed
gearbox, 95 km/hour (59 mph).
55,788 made between September
1931 and October 1933.

Also announced at the Salon is
the C6G. Engine 2,650 cc, 50 bhp
at 2,700 rpm, 15 CV. Three-speed
gearbox, 110 km/hour (69 mph).

Between September 1931 and
October 1933, 17,694 C6Gs are
built in saloon and familiale form.,

The C4F and C6F form the basis
for the half-track vehicles of the
Croisicre Jaune. Kegresse-Hinstin
transmission, bodywork and panels
of duralumin, canvas tilts.

The first bus is built at the Leval-
lois factory. The Type C6 serics
G1, with allsteel bodywork and 6-
cylinder engine, it seats 22 passen-
gers. Between September 1931 and
the end of 1932, 1,600 examples are
built.

1932

THE ENVIRONMENT

Paul Doumer assassinated, suc-
céeded to the Presidency of the Re-
public by Albert Lebrun.

Salazar takcs power in Portugal.
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